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This zine brings together reflections from
the “How to Talk to Your Racist Uncle”
workshop held in November 2021

The workshop is designed to give people the
skills to communicated effectively when
encountering racist ideas and behaviours.

Through mindful conversation, we believe
that racism can be unlearned.

Fireside Collective Aotearoa run several
other different relationship-focused

workshops.

For more about Fireside Collective Aotearoa,
head to www.firesidecollective.org





DEAR
RACIST

UNCLE
The times are changing, Bob Dylan

even said so.

Lets̓ continue to love each other
and talk compassionately.

Youʼve taught me a lot about sport
and cars,

Iʼm willing to share what Iʼve
learned with you.
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Its̓ a social disease
that we all struggle
with.

Its̓ exhausting to
hold onto hate.

We inherited racism,
but we don’t

have to pass it on.





I can hear you. Iʼm not here to
judge. Lets̓ be chill and learn

from each other.

I believe that hard conversations
can reframe perspectives and
narratives and help guide our

shared future.



I know it seems like we canʼt
change anything just by
talking.

And thats̓ partly true - its̓ not
all on us.

It is the role of both the big
system levers and one-on-
one conversations to help us
move beyond racism.

So lets do our part.

Lets̓ talk.



If it s̓ feeling heated, we can
just come back later.

Its̓ hard to hear each other
when weʼre angry.



Its̓ okay with me if the
conversation isnʼt
perfect.

Weʼre allowed to make
mistakes - it s̓ still
better than nothing.

Lets keep practicing
these
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Really we canʼt fix racism in a
single conversation.

But we can plant seeds.

Discomfort is integral to growth





Iʼm gonna try not to debate
you. Its̓ not about winning.

And I donʼt think spouting
facts at you really changes
your mind anyway.

I genuinely want to
understand your point of view.
So Iʼm mostly here to listen
and ask a few questions.





Why do you think people

might
be

angry
about

t
his?

W

hy do you think that is?

Why does this bother you
so

much?

How does that make you feel?

I

hear _____ is really important to
yo

u

Maybe we can look into that together.



We need to know that we care
about each other if weʼre gonna
be able to hear what weʼre saying

to each other.

Iʼll do my best to validate your
feelings, but not the racism.



Care what you think

need to know you
care about them

are afraid

need some help

Can change
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Weʼre not here to
talk about you.

Weʼre here to talk
about racism -
something external
to all of us.

Ra
ci

sm
is

ou
ts

ide
of

pe
op

le, not the
pe

op
le

th
emse

lv
es





This workshop and zine was produced in
collaboration with Wellington Zinefest.

Funding was provided
by Wellington
Community Trust.

Additional imagery by
Kata Brown @katalucy




